Tips for Learning Spanish
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How to Learn Spanish

Start with the Basics!

As with anything you want to learn, start with the
basics and remember that learning takes time!
The basics are vocabulary, grammar, and culture.

Vocabulary | Every new word you learn in
Spanish will expand your vocabulary and ability
to communicate. The more words you know,
the better you can express yourself. Focus on
sounds and think about ways to remember
words. Use your knowledge of English and other
languages to figure out the meaning of and
memorize words like conversacion, teléfono,
oficina, clase, and mdsica.

Grammar | Grammar helps you put your new
vocabulary together. By learming the rules of
grammar, you can use new words correctly and
speak in complete sentences. As you learn verbs
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and tenses, you will be able to speak about the
past, present, or future, express yourself with
clarity, and be able to persuade others with your
opinions. Pay attention to structures and use
your knowledge of English grammar to make
connections with Spanish grammar.

Culture | Culture provides you with a framework
for what you may say or do. As you learn about
the culture of Spanish-speaking communities,
you'll improve your knowledge of Spanish.
Think about a word like salsa, and how it
connects to both food and music. Think about
and explore customs observed on Nochevieja
(New Year's Eve) or at a fiesta de quince anos
(a girl's fifteenth birthday party). Watch people
greet each other or say good-bye. Listen for
idioms and sayings that capture the spirit of
what you want to communicate!




Listen, Speak, Read, and Write

Listening | Listen for sounds and for words you
can recognize. Listen for inflections and watch
for key words that signal a question such as
como (how), donde (where), or qué (what). Get
used to the sound of Spanish. Play Spanish
pop songs or watch Spanish movies. Borrow
books on CD from your local library, or try to
visit places in your community where Spanish
is spoken. Don’t worry if you don't understand
every single word, If you focus on key words
and phrases, you'll get the main idea. The more
you listen, the more you'll understand!

Speaking | Practice speaking Spanish as
often as you can. As you talk, work on your
pronunciation, and read aloud texts so that
words and sentences flow more easily. Don't
worry if you don't sound like a native speaker,
or if you make some mistakes. Time and
practice will help you get there. Participate

actively in Spanish class. Try to speak Spanish
with classmates, especially native speakers
(if you know any), as often as you can.

Reading | Pick up a Spanish-language
newspaper or a pamphlet on your way to
school, read the lyrics of a song as you listen
to it, or read bocks you've already read in
English translated into Spanish. Use reading
strategies that you know to understand the
meaning of a text that looks unfamiliar. Look
for cognates, or words that are related in
English and Spanish, to guess the meaning of
some words. Read as often as you can, and
remember to read for fun!

Writing | It's easy to write in Spanish if you put
your mind to it. And remember that Spanish
spelling is phonetic, which means that once you
learn the basic rules of how letters and sounds
are related, you can probably become an
expert speller in Spanish! Write for fun—make
up poems or songs, write e-mails or instant
messages to friends, or start a journal or blog
in Spanish



