Masculino y femenino

All Spanish nouns (people, places, or things) are either masculine or feminine.  

In Spanish, masculine nouns use the definite article el.

In Spanish, feminine nouns use the definite article la.

Both el and la mean “the” in English.

Use these general guidelines for determining the gender of a noun in Spanish:

1.  Spanish nouns ending in –o are usually masculine.



ejemplos: el cuaderno, el libro

2.  Spanish nouns ending in –a are usually feminine.



ejemplos: la regla, la biblioteca

3.  Days of the week and months of the year are masculine.



ejemplos: el jueves, el sábado
4.  The meaning of some Spanish nouns determines the gender of that       word.  For example, señor is masculine because it refers to a man.  Señora is feminine because it refers to a woman.

5.  Some Spanish nouns don’t follow a particular rule.  The gender of these words needs to be memorized as exceptions.




ejemplos: la mano, el mapa 
Práctica: 

_____ profesora

_____ escuela
     _____ pared
     _____ globo

_____ calculadora

_____ papel

     _____ maestro
     _____ carpeta 
Forming plural nouns in Spanish
When talking about more than one of the same object, follow these rules:
1.  If the word ends in a vowel (a e i o u), add S.



regla ____________

ojo ____________

2.  If the word ends in a consonant (any letter that is not a vowel), add ES.




pared ____________
reloj ____________


3.  If the word ends in Z, change the Z to a C and then add ES.




lapíz ____________

naríz ____________
Changing definite articles from singular to plural

The two ways to say “the” in Spanish are ________ and ________.
________ is used for masculine nouns.

________ is used for feminine nouns.

“El” and “la” change when talking about more than one of the same object.
For masculine nouns, change el to los.
For feminine nouns, change la to las.

Práctica:

la clase ____________________

el papel ____________________

el profesor ____________________
la tarea ____________________

la goma ____________________

el estudiante __________________
  

