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Do you know someone whose first language is Spanish?
Chances are you do! More than approximately forty
million people living in the U.S. speak Spanish; after
English, it is the second most commonly spoken
language in this country. It is the official language of
twenty-two countries and an official language of the
European Union and United Nations.

The Growth of Spanish

Have you ever heard of a language called Castilian?
It's Spanish! The Spanish language as we know it
today has its origins in a dialect called Castilian
(castellano in Spanish). Castilian developed in the Sth
century in north-central Spain, in a historic provincial
region known as Old Castile. Castilian gradually spread
towards the central region of New Castile, where it
was adopted as the main language of commerce. By
the 16th century, Spanish had become the official
language of Spain and eventually, the country's role
in expleration, colonization, and overseas trade led to
its spread across Central and South America, North
America, the Caribbean, parts of North Africa, the
Canary Islands, and the Philippines.
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Spanish in the United States

Spanish came to North America in the

16th century with the Spanish who settled
in St. Augustine, Florida. Spanish-speaking
communities flourished in several parts of the
continent over the next few centuries. Then,
in 1848, in the aftermath of the Mexican-
American War, Mexico lost aimost half its
land to the United States, including portions
of modern-day Texas, New Mexico, Arizona,
Colorado, California, Wyoming, Nevada, and
Utah. Overnight, hundreds of thousands of

Mexicans became citizens of the United States,

bringing with them their rich history, language,
and traditions.

This heritage, combined with that of the other
Hispanic populations that have immigrated to
the United States over the years, has led to

the remarkable growth of Spanish around the
country. After English, it is the most commaonly
spoken language in 43 states. More than 12
million people in California alone claim Spanish
as their first or “home” language.

You've made a popular choice by choosing to
take Spanish in school. Not only is Spanish found
and heard almost everywhere in the United
States, but it is the most commonly taught
foreign language in classrooms throughout

the country! Have you heard people speaking
Spanish in your community? Chances are that
you've come across an advertisement, menu, or
magazine that is in Spanish. if you look around,
you'll find that Spanish can be found in some
pretty commeon places. For example, most ATMs
respond to users in both English and Spanish
News agencies and television stations such as
CNN z2nd Telemundo provide Spanish-language
broadcasts. When you listen to the radio or
download music from the Internet, some of the
most popular choices are Latino artists who
perform in Spanish. Federal government agencies
such as the Internal Revenue Service and the
Department of State provide services in both
languages. Even the White House has an official
Spanish-language webpage! Learning Spanigh
can create opportunities within your everyday life
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