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ganaderia argentina, se
caracteriza por ser casi
completamente plana.
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¢Sabias que..?

El Cerro Aconcagua, en los
Andes, es la cima mas alta
del hemisferio occidental.
Se encuentra en la regién
de Cuyo y alcanza 6.960
metros.
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» San Carlos de Bariloche, al
pie de los Andes y al borde del Lago
Nahuel Huapi en la Patagonia, se
conoce como la Suiza de los Andes
debido a su geografia montanosa.

» La Pampa, la tierra de los =
gauchos y el corazon de la

A Buenos Aires, la capital de Argentina, se encueny;,
en la boca del Rio de la Plata en la costa del Océang
Atlantico.

< Los portenos La gente de
Buenos Aires se conoce como
portenos. Aqui se ve dos
jovenes portefios en
vestidos
/l“\ N tradicionales.
EN

Background Iinforma

p o History

Around twenty major indigenous groups lived
in Argentina from 10,000 B.C., farming and
hunting. The Spanish explorer Juan Diaz de
Solis arrived in 1516, and Spain quickly appro-
priated the land. Argentina won independence
from Spain in 1816. Through the 1800s,
Argentina enjoyed prosperity and a wave of
European immigration from Germany, England,
and Italy. Argentina was under military rule from
1976 to 1983. Today, Argentina is governed by a
democratic government.

@ Geography
Iguaza Falls, situated on Argentina’s border
with Brazil, is more than two miles wide.

Las Pampas, the grassy central plains, are
home to more than half of Argentina’s popula-
tion and thousands of head of cattle.

Perito Moreno, in Patagonia, is the worlds
only inland glacier. Still growing, the river of
blue ice moves forward about 30 feet a year.
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¥ Ushuaia, en la Tierra del Fuego, es la ciudad mas surena
del mundo. Durante el verano en diciembre y enero hay
dias que cuentan hasta con veinte horas de luz.
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¢Qué tanto sabes..?

¢A donde vas si quieres
encontrar fosiles? ;Donde
hay dias muy largos?

Preguntas
1. ;Dénde se encuentra Buenos Aires? (En
la boca del Rio de la Plata en la costa del

iSabias que... ?
Students might be interested in knowing the
following facts about Argentina.

*Avenida 9 de Julio is the world’s widest street. Océano Atlantico)
Itis 425 feet wide. 2. ;Cual regi6n es la tierra de los gauchos
*Maria Estela (Isabel) Martinez de Per6n, pres- y la ganaderia? (La Pampa)

ident of Argentina from 1974 to 1976, was the
first woman to head any nation in the Americas.
*Quebracho trees are grown in the Chaco
region of Argentina. This tree’s rare wood is so
hard it is known as the “ax breaker.”
*Argentina is the eighth largest nation in the
world, and the second largest in South America.

3. ;Qué fue descubierto en el Parque Provincial

Ischigualasto? (El Eoraptor lunensis, uno
de los dinosaurios mds antiguos)

4. ;Como se llaman los residentes de Buenos

Aires? (Portefos)

5. ;Cudl es la ciudad mds surena del mundo?

;Doénde esta? (Ushuaia, en Tierra del Fuego)
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La arquitectura

V La arquitectura europea de los
Alpes en la ciudad de San Carlos de
Bariloche refleja la herencia alemana de
esta region andina.

El arte

V En la Cueva de las Manos en la
Patagonia, la representacion de manos negati-
vas es obra de los cazadores prehistéricos que
habitaron la region hace mas de diez mil afos.

A Iglesia y Convento de San
Francisco de Salta se halla al extremo
norte del pais. La torre, disefiada por arqui-
tectos espafioles e italianos, es una de las
mas altas de Sudamérica. Mide 53 metros.

A La Boca, Buengs
Aires Originalmente el
hogar de los inmigrane
italianos, las calles pin-
torescas del barrig de la
Boca son famosas por ¢|
colorido de sus casas yla
musica de tango que
permea el ambiente,

A Vuel Villa (1936) es obra del maestro del arte argentino, Xul Solar
(1887-1963). El artista, de herencia alemana, tuvo gran influencia en
el desarrollo del arte moderno de su pais.

El arte

Economics Link For hundreds of years,
European immigrants imported paintings from
Europe or they persuaded painters from Europe
to come to Argentina and work. It wasn’t until
the 19" century that native Argentines began to
develop a name in the fine arts. Today, countries
like France, have placed import limitations on
art forms such as film, to insure that their own
film industry continues to develop. In light of
the delayed artistic development in Argentina,
have students reflect on the import/export of art
and its economic impact.

Interdisciplinary Links La arquitectura

History Link The imposing architecture of
Buenos Aires is a perfect example of how
Argentines adapted European styles to fit the
needs of an entirely new culture. Most of down-
town was built in the 19th century, to accommo-
date the population increase of Eur?Pean
immigrants. Have students choose a building "
a neighborhood of Buenos Aires and research I
history on the Internet or at the library. What®
the principal architectural style? What Europff';
country does this style originate from? How h;}{
the architectural style changed or adapted © :
the new Argentine culture?
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San fiesta €0 Argentina dedica- Entre 1857 y 1939 3,5 mi-
:1: gaucho y U5 costumbres. llones de personas inmi-

graron a Argentina de
Italia, Esparia, Alemania,
Inglaterra, Suiza, Austria,
Noruega, Siria y muchos
mas. Para 1914, 30% de la
poblacién argentina habia
nacido fuera del pais.

A El Festival del Tango en
Bueno; Aires se dedica a la msica
y el baile de tango, una expresién

puramente argentina, que se origing
en los barrios de los inmigrantes durante
el siglo XIX.

La comida

» Las picadas son
restaurantes que Sir-
ven una gran va-
riedad de tapas y :
bocaditos preparados e
(oN queso, came, :

mariscos y nueces. A La parrillada es una

comida muy tipica de
Argentina. Se combinan varios
tipos de carne y se sirven en
grandes bandejas.

V Calabacitas
de mate con

El mate Cadadia, entrelas 4y | d
ada aia, entre las 4 y las bombllla

6 de la tarde, los argentinos toman un
té fuerte que se llama mate. Se sirve
en una calabacita con bombilla. En

Espaia se observa la siesta cada dia y
en Colombia se toma las onces. ;Hay
costumbres en tu familia o comu-
nidad? Compara una costumbre tuya

con una de Argentina.

Las celebraciones

Music Link The tango is the national dance of
Argentina, It was created in poor, immigrant
neighborhoods in Buenos Aires in the early
twentieth century. By 1920, tango recordings
had reached a world wide audience and upper
and lower-class Argentines alike danced to the
ITlelodic music. Have students research at the
ibrary or on the Internet one of the early tango
Musicians, like Carlos Gardel, Francisco
Canaro, or Edmundo Leonel Rivero. What were
the composer’s principal themes? Which were
the musician’s favorite instruments?

La comida

Math Link Las picadas serve a wide variety of
appetizers. At these restaurants, people make an
entire meal out of many different, but smaller,
servings of food. Have students compare the
price of making a meal out of appetizers to
ordering a main dish. Copy a to-go menu. Tell
them to select three appetizers, add their prices,
and calculate 15% for gratuity. Then have them
select a main dish and calculate 15% for the tip.
Which meal is more economical? Why do they
think the idea of picadas isn’t as popular in the
U.S.2 Is it because of value, quantity perception,
or culture?



